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cowardice might well consider how they themselves would
behave under the threat of such a death.
Moreover, the burning of Crannier, though technically legal,
was morally indefensible. He had given ample cause for the
greatest rigour, but his burning was accomplished on a techni-
cality. When first pressed to recant he had affirmed that he was
willing to do so, not because he accepted the doctrines of the
Catholic Church, but because he had sworn to obey the monarch
who was head of the English Church, and that therefore he had
to follow her in the reconciliation with Rome. The plea was
technically insufficient, for it was not a full recantation of
heresy, and he could therefore be condemned. Now, when once
a man had been condemned as having refused to recant his life
was technically forfeit, and it was inexcusable after this to urge
him to recant fully, as though by so doing he could save his life.
When Cranmer knew that he would be doomed in any case he
rounded upon his tormentors; they put him up to read his
recantation in the university church at Oxford; he took the
occasion to say that all that he had hitherto said was false, and
that he adhered to his former position, denying the Catholic
doctrine of the Sacrament and Validity of the Mass. The day
of this dramatic statement and of his death was March 21,1556.
The War with France. The Queen's Disappointment
of a Child* Meanwhile during 1555 the Queen and those
about her confidently hoped that she was pregnant and that an
heir would be born. In this she was disappointed; what she
had taken for pregnancy was dropsy, and henceforward she
knew that her life would be sterile and that there would be no
one to come after her and take up her inheritance and policy.
The English Government joined Philip in the war against
France, and English troops were present at the great Spanish
victory of Saint-Quentin, which was won in the midst of an
invasion of France in the August of 1557. The English Govern-
ment had been persuaded to this doubtful step through the
continued aqtion of the King of France, Henri II, in actively
supporting further plots for rebellion in England. Mary was
to be killed, and presumably Elizabeth (who was notoriously
involved in the affair) put upon the throne. Elizabeth's
life was saved by the intervention of Philip. He knew
that his wife Mary might not live long; on her death Mary,
Queen of Scotland, married to the French King, would be the
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